Life Lesson 11: creativity in crisis
Also in the 2003 Tour de France, on the 9th stage from Bourg d'Oisans to Gap, Armstrong was closely following the then second placed Joseba Beloki down a steep mountain pass on a hot summer's day.  They were part of a leading chase group who were pursuing the stage leader, Alexandre Vinokourov.   

As Beloki came through a bend at break-neck speed, his rear wheel hit some molten tar caused by the heat of the French summer sunshine.   Beloki lost control and crashed onto the tarmac in front of Armstrong. 

Armstrong had nowhere to go other than off the edge of the road.  Completely composed, probably travelling at around sixty kilometres per hour, Armstrong veered to his left off the road and went cross country, cutting off the hairpin bend on which they had been riding, dismounted to carry his bike over a ditch and finally managed to rejoin the chasing group, most of whom had avoided the pile up with Beloki.  Armstrong was not penalised by the organisers because he was said to have gained no advantage by taking the shortcut cross-country and also because it was unavoidable. 

Life Lesson 11: 
In times of crisis, get creative.
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